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CHAPTER FOUR—THE HIT PARADE
AND THE BIG PICTURE

One of the nicest things about the Regents exam, from a test taker’s point of
view, is that the test repeats many questions from year to year. If you take all
eight tests in this book, you'll frequently get the feeling that you are answer-
ing a question you have answered before, and you'll be right. Although the
wording changes from test to test, about half the questions on every Regents
exam test the same concepts and have essentially the same correct answers.

Below is a list of the facts tested on almost every Regents exam, along
with all the information you need to know about them in order to enswer
the appropriate question. We call this list the Hit Parade. Learn it, and

you'll be halfway home.

GOVERNMENT HIT PARADE |

These are terms, names, and concepts you must know for the government
questions of the Regents exam. We've listed them here with brief defini-
tions, then highlighted them in discussions of the governmental concepts
that the Regents exam likes to cover. | -
Articles of Confederation—The United States’ first constitution. The
government formed by the Articles of Confederation lasted from 1782 (the

end of the Revolutionary War) to 1785. The government under the Articles
proved inadequate, because it did not have the power to collect taxes from
the states, nor could it regulate foreign trade, and, in so doing, generate
revenue from import and export tariffs.

Bill of Rights—First ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The Bill of

Rights guarantees personal liberties and limits the powers of the government..
checks and balances—The system that prevents any branch of govern- "
ment from becoming too powerful by requiring the approval of more than
one branch for all important acts. : .

Constitutional amendments—Additions and changes to the original
Constitution. The first ten amendments make up the Bill of Rights; there
are currently twenty-seven amendments. A

elastic clause—The section of the Constitution that allows Congress to pass
laws “necessary and proper” to the performance of its duties. It is called the -
elastic clause because it allows Congress to stretch its powers beyond those
that are specifically granted to it (enumerated) by the Constitution.




[
[

tinglish Enlightenment—Intellectual movement of late seventeenth
~entury and eighteenth century England. Enlightenment philosophers
siressed the use of reason (as opposed to religious faith) in scientific and
i/hilosophie study.

tederal government—A federal government is one in which the national
#overnment and local governments share power. The United States has a
iederal government.: :

indicial review—The power of the Supreme Court to declare laws
unconstitutional.

 .ocke, John—An important philosopher of the English Enlightenment,
f.acke believed that the rights to life, liberty, and ownership of property
were given by God and could not be taken away by governments. His
philosophy influenced the framers of the Constitution.

separation of powers—The system that prevents any branch of govern-
snent from becoming too powerful by dividing important tasks among the
Jiree branches. Also called the system of “checks and balances.”

«wnwritten Constitution—Certain deeply ingrained aspects of our
sovernment that are not mentioned in the Constitution, such as political
oarties, political conventions, and Cabinet meetings.

‘“he United States government is a federal government

the definition of a federal government is one in which the national govern-
mient and local governments share power. The national government of the
United States is further limited by the Tenth Amendment to the Constitution,
which reserves to the states any powers not granted the national government
'n the Constitution. The U.S. government differs from many other democra-
+ies around the world, whose local governments have little power.

iach branch of the government is limited by the system
s checks and balances

‘The term “checks and balances™ describes the way in which different
mranches of the government share power in order to prevent any one
nranch from becoming too powerful. The Regents’ favorite examples of
vhecks and balances are: the nomination process for Supreme Court judges;
the ratification process for treaties; and judicial review, which refers to the
supreme Court’s power to decide whether a law is Constitutional, The fact
that the different functions of governiment are divided among the three
Lranches is called the separation of powers. This system grants the
tegislative branch the sole power to create laws, while empowering the

executive branch to enforce the law and the Judicial branch to interpret the
law. Separation of powers also prevents a person from serving in more than
one branch of the government. A Congressperson (legislative branch), for
example, may not also be a judge (judicial branch) or a Cabinet member
{executive branch). If a Congressperson were appointed to one of these
positions, s/he would first have to resign his/her seat in Oo:mamm.

The Constitution is flexible

One of the reasons the Constitution has endured for so long with so litile
change is that it is a flexible document. Judicial review allows the Su-
preme Coust to interpret the Constitution, which results in changing
Interpretations of the Constitution to meet the needs of a particular era
Furthermore, the Constitution can be amended. It has been amended
twenty-seven times; the first ten amendiments are called the Bill of Rights.
The Regents’ favorite example of the Constitution’s Rexibility is the elastic
clause, which allows Congress to pass laws that are “necessary and proper”
to the performance of its duties under the Constitution. It is called the
elastic clause because it allows Congress to stretch its powers beyond those
that are specifically granted to it (enumerated) by the Constitution,

ﬁmmz_ms deeply m;u_.wmzma aspacts of our government are not 3 the Consti-
tution-~These traditions are called the “unwritten Constitution”

The Regents’ favorite examples are: political parties; political conventions;
and Cabinet meetings. None of these are required by the Constitution, yet
each plays a fundamental role in our elections and government.

The .cmn_m:._:e: of Independence and the Coastitution are based on
English Enlightenment ideals

EE.Q of the ideas in the these documents were inspired by the English
H._u;__m_;waamﬁ philosopher John Locke. Locke believed that the rights to
life, liberty, and ownership of property were given by God and could not be
Erm: away by governments. At the time, Locke’s thinking was very progres-
sive. Most people believed that governments were chosen by God and could
therefore do whatever they wanted, regardless of the rights of the people,

Belore the Constitution, there was something called the Articles of
Confederation _ |
,H.,Ew Articles of Confederation is the name of the United States’ first constity-
tion, Under the Articles of Confederation, the U.S. had a weak national _
government. The men who designed America’s first government intentionally



made the national government weak, so that it could not exexcise the same
type of power that the British government had exercised over the colonies-
Remember, the colonists had just finished fighting a war to liberate them- .
selves from “British tyranny.” The government formed by the Articles of
Confederation lasted from 1782 (the end of the Revolutionary War) to 1789.
The government under the Articles of Confederation was inadequate,
primarily because it did not have the power to collect taxes from the states,
nor could it regulate foreign trade, and, in so doing, generate revenue from
import and export tariffs. The, problems caused by having such a weak central
government inspired the framers of the Constitution to divide power more
evenly between the national and state governments.

HISTORY HIT PARADE

These are terms, names, and concepts you must know for the American
History questions of the Regents exam, We've listed them here with brief
definitions, then highlighted them in discussions of the major events in
American history that the Regents exam likes to cover.

brinkmanship—A Cold War policy of the United States to force confron-
tations with the USSR to reach the brink of crisis.

civil disobedience—Nonviolent civil disobedience requires activists to
protest peacefully against laws they believe unjust and to be willing to
accept arrest as a means of demonstrating the justice of their cause. The
notion was popularized by nineteenth century American writer Henry
David Thoreau and was practiced by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Cold War—Period of confrontation between the United States and the
Soviet Union, lasting from the end of World War 1T until 1991, A “cold war”
is one in which two countries do not engage in military battles but are
nonetheless clearly enemies. During a cold war, the prospect of military
engagement is never far off.

collective security—Policy of forming “mutual defense” groups, such as
NATO and SEATO. The U.S. goal in pursuing collective security was to
prevent Soviet expansion into countries unable to defend themselves
against an invasion.

containment—American policy toward communism from the Truman
administration to the Nixon administration. The policy of containment said .
that the U.S. would not try to overthrow communist governments, but it~ :
would try to stop other countries from becoming communist. The Korean ﬁ
War is a good example of containment.

Cuban Missile Crisis—Major U.S.-USSR confrontation in 1962, involving
the placement of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. President Kennedy

pursued a policy of brinkmanship, eventually pressuring the Soviets into
removing the missiles.

détente-—President Richard Nixon traveled to the Soviet Union in the early
H@ﬂ.omﬁo ease hostilities, and returned to the U.S. to announce that a new
period! of détente was beginning. Détente called for the super-powers to

accept each other’s existence even if they did not like each other’s economic
and political systems.

%.En:o theory—The belief that one’ communist revolution in a region
s.ﬁmm.m_a many others, with an effect similar to that of dominoes falling. The
domino theory was used to justify American involvement in Viet Nam.

DuBois, W. E. B.—Founder of the National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) and civil rights advocate.

executive privilege—The right of the president to withhold information
that he feels would compromise national security if it were made public.

George Washingtons “Farewell Address™—In his final speech as presi-
dent, George Washington wamed that the United States should “steer clear of
permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world.” The speech set the
tone for American foreign policy for much of the next 150 years.

Greal Society—President Lyndon B. Johnson's social/economic program,
aimed at raising the standard of living for America’s poorest residents.
Among the Great Society programs are Medicare, Medicaid, Project Head
Start, Job Corps, and Volunteers in Service to America (VISTA).

Jim Crow mwﬁmlzmam given to a group of laws passed in the post-
mmoo.umﬁ:oco: South to enforce racial segregation and otherwise restrict
the rights of African Americans.

Korean War—When communist North Korea invaded South Korea after
World War I1, the United States led UN forces in defending South Korea.
The American goal was to contain communism within the North Korean

wo&mﬁ. American participation in the war illustrates the country’s commit-
ment to the policy of containment.

Em..mr.m: Plan—The Marshall Plan offered financial aid to European
countries to rebuild after World War II. One requirement of participating
in the Marshall Plan was alignment with the United States against commu-

nism. The plan had two goals: revive the European economy, and halt the
spread of communism.

Tha Hit Parade and tha Rin Pintura » 2%
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The slavery issue was not the only cause of the Civil War

There were two important causes of the Civil War. The first, the battle over
slavery, is the one that everyone remembers. The second, the battle over :
states’ rights vs. the national government, is the one most people forget. It
is also the one that the Regents cxam always tests.

After Reconstruction ended, the rights of African Ameri-
cans in the South were restricted through Jim Crow laws

Southern legislatures began passing Jim Crow laws in 1881. These laws
permitted businesses to refuse to serve blacks, restricted blacks’ rights to
congregate, and authorized separate public facilities for blacks and whites.
The Supreme Court of the era upheld these odious restrictions, arguing
‘that the fourteenth amendment, which should have prevented such laws,
applied only to the national and state governments, and not to local
governments or private businesses. In 1896 the Court went one step
further, ruling in Plessy v. Ferguson that “separate but equal” facilities for
the different races were not unconstitutional. This ruling opened the door
to seventy-five years of state-sanctioned segregation in the South.

W. E. B. DuBois and Booker T. Washington disagreed over how African
Americans could best achieve equal rights in the United States

Booker T. Washington was a southern African American agricultural
scientist in the late 1800s. Among his many achievements is the founding of
the Tuskegee Institute, a vocational institution for African Americans.
Washington believed that economic success would provide African Ameri-
cans their quickest route to equality in American society, and Tuskegee was
created with that goal in mind. A southerner who had lived through the
slave era, he harbored no illusions that the South would soon grant African
Americans equal social and legal status.

Because Washington did not demand an immediate end to legal discrimi-
nation, he has sometimes been portrayed as an “accommodationist.” He is
often compared with W. E. B. DuBois. DuBois, a northerner of the genera-
tion following Washington’s, took a more aggressive approach, demanding
immediate equality under the law for African Americans, He was a founder of
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP).

in the late 1890s, there was a party called the Populists

The Populists chiefly represented farmers, who were experiencing hard
economic times at the end of the nineteenth century. Their biggest problem
was that many owed large amounts of money in mortgage payments for

- - - - - - as m mme . BT T

their farms. However, produce prices were falling due to overproduction
making it difficult for the farmers to make ends meet, The farmers rowmm to
m.m.,m:mm_m the government to mint more money. If more money was put into
o:nim..:o: in the economy, they reasoned, inflation would result. Inflation
would increase the price of farm goods and therefore make their debts
easier to pay off. Because silver was cheap and plentiful, the Populists

called for a liberal policy toward the minting of silver coins. That is how the
Populists came to be associated with the “silver issue.”

T Em party lasted for less than a decade and never won a national election
but it was important for a number of reasons. First, as noted above, it was a
party of the common people, which made it unusual. Second. it owm.::wm-
oned a number of ideas that were later adapted by the B&.on.‘mm&mm during
the Progressive Era. These ideas included the eight-hour work day, the
progressive income tax, and the direct election of senators. .

The Open Door Policy was supposed to open China to U.S. trade

In @.rm Mm_mm 1800s, Japan and Europe established outposts in China. The
United States was afraid that these countries would annex sections of China
and prohibit trade with the United States in the areas they controlled. In an
mm.w; to prevent this, the United States declared the Open Door wozm%
which said that trade with China should remain unrestricted. The mﬁwmmm
om. declaring this policy was to warn other countries that the United States
might take hostile action toward anyone who prevented U.S.-Chinese trade
The policy had only limited effectiveness because the U.S, was not pre-
pared to enforce it wholeheartedly. ’

investigative reporters of the Progressive Era were called muckrakers

.E.ﬁ term “muckrakers” refers to a group of journalists whose work revealed
E%%ﬁmm corruption in urban management (Lincoln Steffens’ The Shame

of the Cities), oil companies (Ida Tarbell's History of Standard Oil), and the

meat-packing industry (Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle). These books and others
like them outraged the public, which in turn called for widespread reform.

The government can suppress some civil rights during wartime

Abraham Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas corpus in the border states

during the Civil War, an action later overtur
 dur ) ned by the Supreme Court. (A
wiit of hiabeas corpus is used by a defendant to appear cwmﬂm a judge, éﬁro

mmﬁssm:mm whether the government has the right to hold the defendant as
aprisoner. A defendant’s right to a writ of habeas corpus is what prevents

- the _moﬁw.ssmﬁ from arresting and imprisoning people without just cause.)
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on poverty. Other Great Society programs sought to improve education
and medical care (through Medicare and Medicaid).

Dissatisfaction over the Viet Nam War resulted in the War Powers Act

Before the United States goes to war, the Constitution requires a declara-
tion of war approved by Congress. Congress made 0o such declaration
concerning the Korean and Viet Nam Wars, however; officially, the United
States was not at war in either situation. In reality, of course, the nation was
at war; the government skirted the issue by declaring both conflicts “police
actions.” After the Viet Nam War, Congress moved to make it more difficult
for the president to commit troops overseas by passing the War Powers
Act, which requires the president to seek periodic approval from Congress
for any substantial troop commitment. _

The Watergate scandal proved that no American is above the law

The Watergate affair involved the burglary of Democratic National Com-
mittee headquarters by Republican spies and the Nixon administration’s
efforts to hide its role in the burglary. A prolonged Senate investigation into
the affair revealed other potentially illegal activities in the Nixon White
House, extending the length and scope of the Senate hearings. When it was
discovered that Nixon had secretly taped all conversations in the White
House, including many concerning Watergate, the Senate demanded the
tapes. Nixon refused, claiming executive privilege (executive privilege is
the right of the president to withhold information that s/he feels would
compromise national security if it were made public). The Supreme Court
ruled against Nixon, and soon after Nixon resigned in disgrace. The
incident demonstrated that no one, not even the president, is above the law.

Ronaid Reagan’s economic theory was called supply-side economics

The term “supply-side” refers to businesses, which are the suppliers for
society. Ronald Reagan argued that, if incentives (such as tax cuts) were
offered to businesses, those businesses would invest their savings in the
economy, resulting in prosperity, economic growth, and more jobs.

THE BIG PICTURE

The Hit Parade lists facts that the Regents exam tests over and over. While
we cannot predict the content of all Regents exam questions, we can
guarantee that the correct answers to Regents questions will reinforce
certain generalizations about history and government. We call those
generalizations the BIG PICTURE. Below are ail the BIG PICTURE facts
you need to correctly answer most questions on the Regents.

2% & Peantinn the Rononter H Q Hictarv and Government

ERAS

The 1880s and the 1890s—Rapid Economic Expansion

® Westward expansion and the rapid i ;
d pid growth of industry created m
opportunities for people to get rich. Those who did WmaNmSm very mo»“w%&.

R .
.HHM_E m%émﬁémi was conservative and pro-business during this period.
ma m_,m few attempts to regulate the excesses of business, but not
many. The courts were even more conservative than the govemment

and m_EOm.w always ruled in favor of businesses no matter how outra-
geous business’ actions were.

J ? a result, this was a bad era for labor. Unions were weak and met
with opposition not only from businesses but from the government as
well. To make labor’s situation even more difficult, millions of immi-
grants arrived during this period, creating a huge cheap su ly of
labor, especially for unskilled factory work. . bRy

¢ Times were tough not only for labor, but for all the poor and disen-
franchised. Southern blacks were subjected to Jim Crow laws; by the
end of m.ﬁ era, the conservative Supreme Court had sanctioned /
segregation (Plessy v. Ferguson). Native Americans were herded
onto poor parcels of land; the government later tried to force Native
Americans to assimilate into U.8S. society (Dawes Severalty Act).

Definitions

Wmﬁwm ,m@§~.&€.>n?s&@4 Government effort to assimilate Native
! 5%.,%”,5 by moving them from reservations to tracts of privately owned
and. Many Native Americans refused to participate, and the plan failed. As

aresult of the Dawes Act, the am. :
) ount of land bl
reduced by half, _ set aside for reservations was

}im Crow laws—Name given to a group of laws passed in the post-

Wooosmgaomonmocm:om i
: nforce racial segregation and ot i i
the rights of African Americans. 5 horvise restrit

M«MMM@ e.m m.@ﬂnzmwﬁl&@.m Supreme Court ruling that “separate but equal”
o ies tor the different races were not unconstitutional. This ruling opened
e door to seventy-five years of state-sanctioned segregation in the South.

The 1900s and the 1910s—The Progressive Era

s ﬁ_m government attempted to curb the excesses of big business.
onopolies and trusts were broken up by the government for the

| purpose of generating competition in the marketplace. Regulatory
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¢ Other important facts about the Gold War are listed in the Hit Parade, were allowed to grow so large that they controlled entire industries.
above, under the heading “The Cold War had its own vocabulary.” Without competition, businesses were able to overcharge and to
. q provide inadequate services and products,
The 1960s—Civil Rights and Viet Nam . * One group that did not enjoy this prosperity was farmers. Farmers
e The civil rights movement made its greatest gains during the 1960s. overproduced, resulting in a greater supply than demand, which in
Lyndon Johnson's Great Society programs included the Civil Rights turn drove prices down. On the Regents, the economic problems of
Act of 1964, which ended legal discrimination in the United States. - farmers are always the result of overproduction.
Hﬂw Mwummw:mou im% wamummm ﬁM W.Emé%o: wmxom w:m Emﬂ.ﬂ@ tests, * In the early 1900s, the government broke up many of these large
which had been used to H:_mﬁwa rican Americans from voting. monopolies. As a result, President Theodore Roosevelt came to be
¢ Civil unrest stemmed not only from the struggle for civil rights, but known as the trustbuster.
also _ooomcmm.nwm opposition to America’s wm&o%mﬂo: in the 4-2.7@.5 o After World War I, the economy entered another period of rapid
. War. Owwom&oa o<ms€m:w grew so strong %mr in wwﬂr mrm dé»m.m growth. As a result, the middle class grew. Consumerism rose. Many
mﬂmﬂmm“ S;rm&%.?oa Viet Zmﬂmﬂﬁwo& having achieved its objective:  § Americans thought that this growth period would last forever. Over-
namely, preventing a communist takeover. : confidence Mmg_Bme businesses, banks, and investors to make risky
o investments. The failure of these investments helped bring about the
Definitions Great Depression. | g ®
Civil mzm_.:m Act cm Eaaim,mmmw&. law that made illegal segregation in . " * The Great Depression drove many Americans into poverty. The
most public places, increased penalties and sentences for those convicted of unemployment rate reached 25 percent. The New Deal Lelped
discrimination in employment, and withheld federal aid from schools that P : 1eiped many

Americans avoid starvation and may have pulled the economy out of
the Depression. However, many economists believe that the economy
revived mainly because of the revitalization of war industries in the
years leading up to World War II.

° The 1950s was another era of middle-class growth, This is also the era

EéEarm:?E.vmmmé_owmmE»of:m._.o:m&mmszaomim:ow,
Americans. :

discriminated on the basis of race or gender.

Great Society—President Lyndon B. Johnson’s social/economic program,
aimed at raising the standard of living for America’s poorest residents.
Among the Great Society programs are Medicare, Medicaid, Project Head
Start, Job Corps, and Volunteers in Sexvice to America (VISTA).

Viet Nam War—War between Communist North Viet Nam and American-
supported South Viet Nam. American involvement in the war resulted in great
social unrest at home. Oppasition to the war eventually forced the United
States to abandon it, and soon after, Viet Nam came under communist control.

Warren Court-~The Supreme Court during the era in which Earl Warren
served as Chief Justice. The Warren Court is best remembered for expand-
ing the rights of minorities and the rights of the accused.

® The 1970s was an era of high inflation rates and high unemployment.
Definitions _ |
Great Depression—Period of general economic decline beginning with
the m.ﬁo_u_h market crash of 1929 and continuing throughout the 1830s.
During the Depression, the unemployment rate approached 25 percent.

. : inflation—Te i i
IMPORTANT HISTORICAL THEMES prices inoreas M M.M mewoamm»m use to describe what happens when consumer
Economic History

e The Regents never asks about the economy of the United States prior
to the Civil War.

o The post-Civil War era was one of rapid growth. Westward expan-
sion and the rapid growth of industry fueled that growth. Businesses

New Deal—Franklin D. Roosevelt’s program for recovery from the Great
Depression. Roosevelt’s New Deal greatly increased the government’s

power fo manage the economy; it also established the government’s role in
providing a “safety net” for the country’s poorest citizens.
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Jim Crow laws—Name given to a group of laws passed in the post-
Reconstruction South to enforce racial segregation and otherwise restrict
the rights of African Americans.

Plessy v. Ferguson—1896 Supreme Court ruling that “separate but equal”
facilities for the different races were not unconstitutional. This ruling opened
the door to seventy-five years of state-sanctioned segregation in the South.

Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution—Abolished slavery.

Voting Rights Act of 1965—Federal law that increased government
supervision of local election practices, suspended the use of literacy tests to
prevent people (usually African Americans) from voting, and expanded
government efforts to register voters. The Voting Rights Act of 1970 made
permanent the ban on literacy tests. _

Mative Americans

* As arule, correct answers to Regents questions about Native Ameri-
cans reflect the poor treatment they have received from the U.S.
government.

o Until 1890, the government generally forced Native American tribes to
relocate whenever those tribes occupied lands sought by white settlers
and ranchers. Often the goverriment would negotiate treaties
guaranteeing the tribes autonomy in return for relocation. The
government {requently broke these treaties.

e Toward the end of the nineteenth century, the government attempted to
assimilate Native Americans into the mainstream by means of the Dawes
Severally Act, which offered private property to Native Americans if
they would leave their reservations. The Dawes Act failed to achieve its
goal, and most Native Americans remained on reservations.

* During the 1960s, Native Americans joined the growing ranks of those
seeking greater civil rights. Increased activism ultimately resulted in
the extension of iribal powers of self-government. Recently, some
tribes have successfully sued the government to honor its treaties.

Definitions

Daiwes Severalty Act—1887 government effort to assimilate Native
Americans by moving them from reservations to tracts of privately owned
land. Many Native Americans refused to participate, and the plan failed. As
a result of the Dawes Act, the amount of land set aside for reservations was

reduced by half.
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Women

* Women have often played an important role in social and political
reform movements. Many early abolitionists were women. During the

1830s, women spearheaded the movements to improve the treatment
of the insane and the poor.

e In 1848, a group of activist women met at Seneca Falls to coordinate
their campaign for women'’s rights. These women sought increased
educational and economic opportunities, expanded legal rights, and
the right to vote. None of these goals would be achieved easily.

Women again played a key role in campaigning for change during the
Progressive Era. They spearheaded the temperance movement which
ultimately resulted in Prohibition.

Like African Americans, women enjoyed increased rights and opportu-

nities during the world wars. Similarly, those rights and opportunities
disappeared at the wars’ ends.

¢ Women {inally received the imrn to vote in 1920, by constitutional
amendment,.

® Most recently, the struggle for equal rights for women made its
greatest gains during the women’s liberation movement of the 1960s
and 1970s. The movement failed, however, to secure passage of a
constitutional amendment prohibiting discrimination on the basis of
gender (the Equal Rights Amendment, or ERA).

Befinitions

Equal Rights Amendment—TFailed constitutional amendment that would
have guaranteed equal protection under the law for women.

Seneca Falls Convention (1848)—First national meeting of women’s
rights activists.

FOREIGN POLICY

° At the end of his presidency, George Washington gave a “Farewell
Address,” in which he argued that the United States should pursue
economic relations overseas but should avoid all permanent alliances.
Washington’s call for neutrality defined American foreign policy from

1800 until the late 1890s, and then again from the end of World War 1
until 1941..

* During the 1890s and the early 1900s, the United States went through
- aperiod of overseas expansion, called imperialism. As'a result of the
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second wave of immigration—Period of immigration beginning in the
1880s. “Second-wave” immigrants arrived from southern and eastern
Europe. Among them were Russians, Italians, Greeks, and Poles.

INDEX OF TERMS

Aid to Families with Dependent Children—New Deal program that
provided federal funding to poor [amilies with children. Olten referred to
simply as “wellare.” AFDC was revamped during the Clinton administration,
with limits placed on how long a family could receive AFDC payments.

~American Federalion of Labor—One of the {ew successlul labor unions
of early labor history. Led by Samuel Gompers, the AFL succeeded by
limiting its membership to skilled craftsmen (it also barred African Ameri-
cans from membership) and by focusing on the “bread-and-hutter” issues of
higher wages, increased benelits, and safer working conditions.

Articles of Confederalion—the United States’ first constitution, The
government formed by the Articles of Confederation lasted from 1782 (the
end of the Revolutionary War) to 1789. The government under the Articles
proved inadequate, because it did not have the power to collect taxes from
the states, nor could it regulate foreign trade, and, in so n_o_nm, generate
revenue from import and export tariffs.

Bill of Rights—First ten amendments to the U.S. Constitution. The Bill of
Rights guarantees personal liberties and limits the powers of the govern-
ment. Originally the Bill of Rights applied only to the federal government;
the Fourteenth Amendment extended the protections of the Bill of Rights
to include state law.

“bread-and-butter” issues—Those political issues specifically directed at
the daily concerns of most working-class Americans, such as job security, tax
rates, wages, and employee benefits.

brinkmanship—A Cold War policy of the United mwmﬁmm to oo:?onwmrc:m
with the USSR to reach the brink of erisis.

Brown v. Board of Education~In the 1954 case of Brown v. Board of
Education, the Supreme Court overturned the “separate but equal”
standard as it applied to education; “separate but equal” had been the law
of the land since the Court had approved it in Plessy v. Ferguson (1896). In
a 9 to 0 decision, the court ruled that “separate educational facilities are
inherently unequal.” _

checks and balances—the system that prevents any branch of govern-

ment from becoming too powerful by requiring the mmwﬁo,\& of more than
one branch for all important acts.
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civil disobedience—-Nonviolent civil disobedience requires activists to
protest peacefully against laws they believe unjust and to be willing to
accept arrest as a means of demonstrating the justice of their cause. The
notion was popularized by nineteenth century American writer Henry
David Thoreau and was practiced by Martin Luther King, Jr.

Civil Rights Act of 1964~Federal law that made illegal segregation in
most public places, increased penalties and sentences for those convicted of
discrimination in employment, and withheld federal aid from schools that
discriminated on the basis of race or gender.

Cold War—DPeriod of confrontation between the United States and the
Soviet Union, lasting from the end of World War IT until 1991. A “cold war”
is one in which two countries do not engage in military battles but are
nonetheless clearly enemies. During a cold war, the prospect of military
engagement is never far off.

collective bargaining—Labor unions’ power to negotiate contracts on
behalf of their members.

collective security—Policy of forming “mutual defense” groups, such as
NATO and SEATC. The U.S. goal in pursuing collective security was to
prevent Soviet expansion into countries unable to defend themselves
against an invasion.

Constitutional amendments—Additions and changes to the original
Constitution. The first ten amendments make up the Bill of Rights; there
are currently twenty-seven amendments.

containment—American policy toward communism from the Truman
administration to the Nixon administration. The policy of containment said
that the U.S. would not try to overthrow communist governments, but it
would try to stop other countries from becoming communist. The Korean
War is a good example of containment.

Cuban Missile Crisis—Major U.S.-USSR confrontation in 1962, involving
the placement of Soviet nuclear missiles in Cuba. President Kennedy

pursued a policy of brinkmanship, eventually pressuring the Soviets into
removing the missiles.

Dawes Severalty Act—1887 Government effort to assimilate Native
Americans by moving them from reservations to tracts of privately owned
land. Many Native Americans refused to participate, and the plan failed. As

a result of the Dawes Act, the amount of land set aside for reservations was
reduced by half.

détente—President Richard Nixon traveled to the Soviet Unibn in the early
1970s to ease hostilities, and returned to the U.S. to announce that a new
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Marshall Plan—The Marshall Plan offered financial aid to European

countries to rebuild after World War I1. One requirement of participating

in the Marshall Plan was alignment with the United States against Commu-

nism. The plan had two goals: revive the European economy, and halt the

spread of Communism.

McCarthy era—Senator Joseph McCarthy rose to fame by accusing

government officials and other prominent citizens of sympathizing with

Communists. His accusations frequently bad little or no basis in fact. The

near-hysterical fear of communism typical of many Americans of the time

allowed McCarthy to rise to great power.

Medicaid—Great Society program aimed at improving health care for the

poor and disabled.

Medicare—Great Society program aimed at improving health care for the

elderly.

monopoly—A business concern, such as a corporation, that controls an
entire product or service. Because they face no competition, monopolies
can control the price and availability of goods.

‘Monroe Doctrine—A declaration of mutual non-interference with
Europe. You stay out of the Western Hemisphere, the Monroe Doctrine
told Europe, and we'll stay out of your squabbles.
muckrakers—Investigative journalists of the early 1900s. Among the most
famous works of the muckrakers are: 1da Taxbell’s History of Standard Oil;
Upton Sinclair’s The Jungle; and Lincoln Steffens’ The Shame of the Cities.
neutrality—American policy toward World War 1 from its beginning in
1914 until the U.S. entered the war in 1917. Neutrality required the U.S. to
favor neither side in the war.

New Deal—Franklin . Roosevelt’s program for recovery from the Great
Depression. Roosevelt’s New Deal greatly increased the government’s
power to manage the economy; it also established the government’s role in
providing a “safety net” for the country’s poorest citizens.

Open Door Policy—U.S. foreign policy of the late 1800s stating that trade
with China should remain unrestricted. The purpose of declaring this policy
was to warn other countries that the United States might take hLostile action
toward anyone who prevented U.S.-Chinese trade. .
Plessy v. Ferguson—1896 Supreme Court ruling that “separate but equal”

facilities Tor the different races were not unconstitutional. This ruling openedf
the door to seventy-five years of state-sanctioned segregation in the South.

Populists—Political party of the lat
¢ 1800s. The Populists primaril
represented farmers and working-class Americans. %rmw mommyﬁwwmwmo:mnw

€CoNomi ici i i
mic policies to increase farm income. They also lobbied for a number
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Progressive Era—A peri i .
BLE period of social and political ref: i
beginning of the twentieth century to the mm.m of N\,\MMMHA%MM ws:m from the
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prog ncome tax—aA progressive tax increases tax rates for people
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call election—Process z:o:mr which voters can shorten an office

holder’s te
rm. One of several Pro i
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power over government. & ms that increased voters

recession—Term economists use to describe a

economic growth, prolonged slowdown in

Red Scare—Period of intense anti-communism mouo,i:m World War I

referendum-— i .
ndum-—Process through which voters may vote on new laws. One of
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H , to justify military interventions in Ni
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